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AN ARGUMENT AGAINST
PRONOMINALIZATION

Joan Bresnan,
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology

SQUIBS AND DISCUSSION

syntactic way and preserving the idea that the pronominal-
ized NP may contain a relative clause). Note also that if
we do not include the relative under this account we have
to somehow prevent sentences like this:

*The man, who lives next door said that he; who lives
next door would mow my lawn during vacation.

Other examples of reductio ad infinitum:
I gave the book that he wanted to the man who asked
for it.

The girl who was asking for him finally found the man
she wanted.

One conclusion might be that there is no such thing as
pronominalization except as a name for a semantic relation
between independently chosen NPs and pronouns (from
the base), a relation which must then be determined (at
least) on the basis of surface structure relations. This con-
clusion must obviously stand or fall together with other
such putatively surface-structurally determined semantic
relations. This would destroy the relevance of the Oscar +
realizing sentence? for the question of whether or not there
is a cycle, but would leave possibly a harder question to
answer; namely, how would the semantic theory account
for the interpretations of that sentence?

This argument presupposes a cyclic rule of There-Insertion,
a transformation with a regrettable derived structure.
Nevertheless, it is implausible that there is present in deep
structure, and there are arguments that There-Insertion is
cyclic. For example, consider the sentences (due to Haj
Ross):

There was believed to have been a tiger shot.

There was a tiger believed to have been shot.

and the awkward but apparently grammatical

There’s a man from Berkeley believed to be proving
there to be no real numbers.

There-Insertion, as usually formulated, precedes Adverb-
Preposing, because the latter destroys its environment; and
Adverb-Preposing precedes Pronominalization, for other-
wise one can’t get:

If Tom; can go, he; will go.
Finally, it is useful to note that There-Insertion occurs before

2 See John R. Ross (1967) “On the Cyclic Nature of English
Pronominalization,” in To Honor Roman Fakobson, Mouton and Co.,
The Hague, reprinted in D. Reibel and S. Schane, eds. (1969), Modern
Studies in English, Prentice-Hall, Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey.
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any nondefinite subject NP followed by be, regardless of
stress-factors or semantic variation:

3 1
There are some smart students there.

1 3
There are some smart students there.
Now consider the sentence:
Some students believe that they are running the show.

If there is a rule of Pronominalization applying to such
sentences, it must operate on a deep structure something
like the following:

PN
/\

P/l\
Ay /\
/\

Det

some students; believe some students; Pres be ING run the show.

There-Insertion may apply on the embedded S (cf. He said
that there were some students running the show). On the next cycle
Pronominalization will apply to the coreferential some
students;, yielding

*Some students believe that there are they running the
show.

If the pronoun fhey had already been in deep structure,
There-Insertion could not have applied:

*There are they in the room.

This seems to be a clear indication that they should
appear in deep structure.



	Article Contents
	p. 122
	p. [123]

	Issue Table of Contents
	Linguistic Inquiry, Vol. 1, No. 1 (Jan., 1970), pp. 1-146
	Front Matter
	Statement of Purpose [p. 1]
	On the Verbal Art of William Blake and Other Poet-Painters [pp. 3-23]
	The 'Can't Seem To' Construction [pp. 25-35]
	On the Surface Verb 'Remind' [pp. 37-120]
	Squibs and Discussion
	Problominalization [pp. 121-122]
	An Argument against Pronominalization [pp. 122-123]
	Coreferentiality and Stress [pp. 124-126]
	Comparatives and (N)ever [p. 126]
	More X than Not X [pp. 126-127]
	A Non-Source for Comparatives [pp. 127-128]
	Another Non-Source for Comparatives [pp. 128-129]
	Sequences of Vowels in Spanish [pp. 129-134]
	On Blocking the Rules for Contraction in English [pp. 134-136]
	A Note on Scope of Quantifiers and Negation [pp. 136-138]
	A Note on Will vs. Going To [pp. 138-139]
	Two Kinds of Nominalizations [p. 140]
	The Meaning of Do So [pp. 140-144]
	Two Types of Idioms [p. 144]
	If and When [pp. 144-145]
	Usually and Unusually [p. 145]
	A Problem of Adverb Preposing [pp. 145-146]
	Whether-Deletion [p. 146]

	Back Matter



