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Matilda Morrison
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Morphology!
Csak Egy Kicsit Magyarul
A Problem About Hungarian Nominal Phrases

Hungarian is the most widely spoken non-Indo European
language in Europe, with roughly 15 million native
speakers. It is a Uralic language, and the official
language of Hungary'.

Standard Hungarian orthography (unlike English) is
phonetic, and will be used for this whole problem.

CONSONANTS:

Note: When two symbols appear next to each other, the one
on the right is voiceless and the one on the left is
voiced. (e.g. [p] and [b])

Bilabial Labio- Alveolar Post- Palatal Velar Glottal
Dental Alveolar
stops p b t d ny k g
nasals m n
affricates c dz cs dzs ty gy
fricatives f v sz z s zs h
trill r
approximant 1 j
VOWELS:
front front back back
unrounded rounded unrounded rounded
high i i u
high mid é e} o
low mid e a
low a

NOTE: Vowels lengthening is indicated by accent marks:
Short VvV IPA Long V IPA

i /i/ i /is/
i /y/ a /ys/
u /u/ a /us/
e /e/ é /e:/
o) /a/ 6 /@2 /
o /o/ 6 /o:/
a /o/ a /as/

Now to begin!

I. PLURAL

I There are very good soups in Hungary, but you won’t need to know that
for the rest of this problem.
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“2Part A

gloss singular plural
“kitten” cica cicak
“snail” csiga csigak
“boy"” fia fiak
“baby cow” boci bocik
“apple” alma almak
“gate” kapu kapuk
“scissors” 0l16 0llok

Based on the data above, form a hypothesis about the shape
of the plural morpheme in Hungarian. Be sure to explain any
allomorphy that you find.

—>Part B (Some New Data!)

gloss singular plural
“teacher” tanar tanarok
“flower” virag viragok
“sugar” cukor cukrok
“girl” lany lanyok
“house” haz hazak
“linguist” nyelvész nyelvészek
“soup” leves levesek
“fingernail” korom kormék

Revise your analysis to account for the data above, and
present a succinct hypothesis about the Hungarian plural
morpheme.

NOTE: There is not enough data here to fully analyze
“kO0rom” and ,cukor.” Observe what is happening with those
words, but you do not need to analyze.

II. PERSONAL POSSESSIVES
In this section, you will see how personal possessive
markers are expressed on nouns.

>Part A

gloss singular “my " “your " “his/her/its "
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“kitten”
“snail”
“apple”
“scissors”
“gate”
“baby cow”

“ Sugar"
ugirln
“teacher”
“flower"”
“house”

“fingernail”
“linguist”
“ Soup n

cica
csiga
alma
ollé
kapu
boci

cukor
lany
tanar
virag
haz
korom

nyelvész
leves

cicam
csigam
almam
ollém
kapum
bocim

cukrom
lanyom
tanarom
viragom
hazam

kormom
nyelvészem
levesem

cicad cicaja
csigad csigaja
almad almaja
olléd olldéja
kapud kapuja
bocid bocija
cukrod cukra
lanyod lanya
tandrod tanéra
viragod viraga
hazad haza
kormod kOrme
nyelvészed nyelvésze
levesed levese

Propose underlying forms and phonological rules to account

for the alternations above.

possessives expressed?

> Part B

How are each of the personal

The data below shows plural personal possessives (e.g. if
more than one person possesses a kitten/fingernail/soup...)

gloss

“kitten”
“snail”
“apple”
“scissors”
“gate”
“baby cow”

“sugar”
ugirln
“teacher”
“flower"”
“house”

“linguist”
“ Soup n
“fingernail”

singular

cica
csiga
alma
ollé
kapu
boci

cukor
lany
tanér
virag
haz
nyelvész

leves
korom

“our "
cicank
csigank
almank
ollénk
kapunk
bocink

cukrunk
lanyunk
tanarunk
viragunk
hazunk

nyelvésziink
levesiink
kormunk

“your (PL) "

cicatok
csigatok
almatok
ollétok
kaputok
bocitok

cukrotok
lanyotok
tanarotok
viragotok
hazatok

nyelvészetek
levesetek
kormotok

“their "

cicajuk
csigajuk
almajuk
olléjuk
kapujuk
bocijuk

cukoruk
lanyuk
tanaruk
viraguk
hazuk

nyelvészik
levesiik
kormiuk
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Note any similarities between these morphemes and morphemes
you'’ve seen previously. Propose underlying forms and give
an account of these plural personal possessive markers.

- Part C

Now it’s time to look at some plural nouns combined with

personal possessive markers!

(So, we will be looking at how

to say “my kittens” as opposed to “my kitten.”)

gloss

“kitten”
“snail”
“apple”
“scissors”
“gate”
“baby cow”

“ Sugar"
ugirln
“teacher”
“flower"”
“house”

“linguist”
u Soup n

“fingernail”

singular

cica
csiga
alma
ollé
kapu
boci

cukor
lany
tanéar
virag
haz
nyelvész

leves
korom

u my 14

cicaim
csigaim
almaim
olldaim
kapuim
bociaim

cukraim
lanyaim

tanaraim
viradgaim

hazaim

nyelvészeim
leveseim

kOormeim

llyour n”

cicaid
csigaid
almaid
olléaid
kapuid
bociaid

cukraid
lanyaid
tanaraid
viragaid
hazaid

nyelvészeid

leveseid
kormeid

“his/her/its "

cicai
csigai
almai
olléai
kapui
bociai

cukrai
lanyai
tanarai
viragai
héazai
nyelvészei

levesei
kormei

What can you say about how the plural morpheme and the
personal possessive morpheme interact? (Are they ordered?)
Give an account of these endings.

>Part D

Now, we will look at how plural personal possessives

interact with plural nouns (e.g.
kittens”)

gloss

“kitten”
“snail”

singular

cica
csiga

' our 144

cicaink

csigéaink

“your (PL) "

cicaitok

csigaitok

“our/ your guys'’/ their

“their "

cicaik
csigaik
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llapplell
llgatell
“baby cow”

“ Sugar"
ugirln
“teacher”
“flower"”
“house”

“linguist”
u Soup n
“fingernail”

alma
kapu
boci

cukor
lany
tanér
virag
haz
nyelvész

leves
korom

almaink almaitok
kapuink kapuitok
bocaink bocaitok
cukraink cukraitok
lanyaink lanyaitok
tanaraink tanaraitok
viradgaink viradgaitok
hazaink hazaitok
nyelvészeink nyelvészeitek
leveseink leveseitek
kormeink kormeitek

almaik
kapuik
bociaik

cukraik
lanyaik
tanaraik
viragaik
hazaik
nyelvészeik

leveseik
kormeik

i. Refine the analysis you have thus far so that it

accounts for all of the forms above.

ii. Propose an underlying form for each of the morphemes,
using all of the data up to this point.

IITI. THE DEFINITE ARTICLE

The definite determiner “the” can appear before nouns
in Hungarian. (Assume that the data below is representative
of the whole set.)

- Part A

i. Using the data below, suggest the underlying form for
it, and describe any phonological alternations.

ii. What do you think the structure might be for nominal
phrases in Hungarian?

(l)a. a cica “the kitten”
b. az alma “the apple”
c. a virag “the flower”
d. az ollé "the scissors”
(2) a kék alma ~the blue apple”
(3) a szep virag ~the beautiful flower”
(4) a nagyon szep csiga ,the very beautiful snail”
(5) a nagyon boldog nyelvész ,the very happy linguist”
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> Part B

Look at how the definite article interacts with the
personal possessive markers. What can we saw about personal
possessive markers in Hungarian?

(6)a. a bocim “my cow”
b. a cukortok “your (PL) sugar”
c. a kapuja “his/her/its gate”
d. az almaik “their apples”

- Part C

There are a whole lot of case suffixes in Hungarian.
In the following examples, we will look at just one: the
ablative morpheme (which signifies movement away from
something). (Assume again that the data is representative
of all the other forms.)

i. What is the shape of the ablative morpheme?

ii. How is it ordered, with respect to the other morphemes
we have seen?

(7) a. cicatol .from the kitten”
b. viragtél ,from the flower”
c. levestdl ,from the soup”

(8) a. cicaktol .from the kittens”
b. viragoktél ,from the flowers”
c. levesektdl .from the soups”

(9) a. cicaimtél .from my kittens”

b. virdgaidtél ,from your flowers”
c. levesiiiktél ,from their soups”

Time to go to the beach for now.



